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Introduction
Concisely to quote, a “civil society” refers to a morally collective community in which voluntary participation and self-organizing communities for similar interests, purposes and values are legally allowed by the state government. Hong Kong is generally dubbed as a civil society. However, beneath its beautifully-decorative civil cover, there are indeed some things running against the civil spirit. The issue of homosexuality is likely one of these things. Homosexuality is a word used to describe “sexual preference for persons towards the same sex, which has been regarded as a social taboo that bears many profound socio-cultural conceptions and politics in Hong Kong society. Therefore, it is our aim that we want to conduct a research to discuss the homosexual issue in Hong Kong and hopefully test it against the degree of civilization of Hong Kong society.
In this project, we attempt to explore the life of the homosexuals because various myths and misconceptions on homosexuality often exist among the general public. In fact, this is not a healthy phenomenon since in a civil society; individual pursuit should be highly respected.  Frankly to say, although Hong Kong is continuously enlightened by the waves of western cultures and the recent development of some decriminalization of homosexual behaviors has enlarged and allowed homosexuality to have open public discussion, it is still fair to claim that the real life of the homosexuals is always under the curtains of the general public. This may be, to a certain extent, due to the influence of Chinese traditional conceptions which are too conservative to recognize homosexual as a “proper” sex-orientation. The lack of positive stance of the public towards the homosexual population and the insufficient direct communication between the homosexual-heterosexual communities may also contribute to this “incomplete” picture of the homosexuals. 

Therefore, in this research, we attempt to explore this issue from the sociological perspective and historical perspective. Sociologically, problems faced by the homosexuals will be revealed; general understandings of the homosexuals in Hong Kong society would be discussed.. Historically, the development of the decriminalization of homosexual acts would be traced.  Supporting and opposing views will be embedded. Finally, the on-going development of homosexuality is tried to be forecasted. An overall assessment would be given on analyzing the relationship between homosexuality and the degree of civilization of Hong Kong society in the end of this report.  Hopefully, this research can help offering more insights and understanding for the general public to look at the homosexual issue and our society.

Research Methodology 
In order to achieve the above research objectives and goals, the research methods are included as follows:

1. Objectives and goals identification

At the very beginning, objectives and goals are identified in order to set the boundaries of the research topic to an acceptable level. 

Sociological Perspective:

1. To reveal what sorts of problems and disadvantaged circumstances the homosexuals are encountering in Hong Kong

2. To explore the misconceptions and misunderstanding shared by the majority, which we say here the heterosexuals.

Historical Perspective:

1. Trace and discuss the development of the decriminalization of homosexual acts in Hong Kong.

2. Discuss the supporting and opposing views of Hong Kong society.

Socio-Historical Perspective: 

Critically evaluate Hong Kong as a civil society and the on-going development of homosexuality in Hong Kong
2. Data Collection

Primary data are collected through:

a. Interviews

For this research project, first of all, three interviews were conducted from mid of October to the early November with a local gay man (who will be called as interviewee Mr.A in this report), Mr. Law, a pastor from The Free Methodist Church of Hong Kong , and Doctor Petula Ho, a professor specialized in sexuality and gender studies The University of Hong Kong. Each interview overall lasted for about 45 minutes to One hour. During the interviews, some open-ending questions were asked. Secondly, a drafted transcript was typed to record all responses and answers received from the interview subject immediately after the interview. Yet, because of the very open-ending question interview nature, it was discovered that there were various repeating responses and some irrelevant opinions for this research, which might make data analysis difficult. As a result, an interview summary report was further prepared to analytically categorize all data received under six main headings for the sake of an easier comparative analysis namely:

1. General personal views towards homosexuality in Hong Kong society
2. Causes of homosexuality 
3. Problems faced by the homosexual people in Hong Kong

4. Attitudes of Hong Kong government towards homosexuality in Hong Kong

5. The future of homosexual people in Hong Kong
6. The degree of civilization of Hong Kong society towards homosexuality
( For details, please see Appendix B)

After this, however, it was found that some more information was essentially needed in order to make the analysis more fruitful. Hence, two more additional interviews were further made together with the American student on 15 and 16 January 2005. Two local gay men Mr.Z (who is a tutor from the department of comparative literature) and Leo (who is a gar bar tender of a local gar bar “ The Lab” in Causeway Bay) were interviewed with some specific questions. 

b. Two small scale surveys

Two small scale online surveys were carried out from 1 January 2005 to 10 January 2005. One of the surveys was designed for the local homosexuals. Ten specific questions were included in the survey form which posted on a local gay website Gayhk.com to collect data.  Twenty-five complete responses were successfully received for analysis consequently. (For details, see appendix A)  For another survey, it was designed for the majority Hong Kong public. Ten specific questions again were included in a survey form which was distributed online to collect the majority Hong Kong public’s view towards homosexuality. Finally thirty-two responses were successfully received. (For details, see appendix A)

c. On site Observation 

On 16 January 2005,  an on-site observation was carried out a local gar bar “ The Lab “ at Causeway for about one and half hour to observe the local gay culture and to survey the local gay people.

d. Newspapers

In this report, primary data about local homosexuality development are extracted from Oriental Daily3 April 2003 and Sun Ming-po 1996. (For further Details, please see Appendix C)
Secondary and tertiary are collected through:

a. Autobiographies

Two autobiographies describing different styles of local gay lives are used as basic conceptual ideas in this report. (For further details, please see Appendix D)

b. Books, theses, journals and websites.

Different publications concerning homosexuality collected through interviewees and libraries are used as secondary in complementing this report. (For further details, please see Appendix E)

Flow chart of this research

                                   ↓
                                       ↓↓
↓
↓         
↓

Chapter 1

Sociological Perspective: Problems faced by the homosexuals

In this chapter, we attempt to categorize the problems faced by the local homosexuals in terms of political, social and personal aspects. 

Political Problems
Deprived of marriage

When it is always said that Hong Kong people have a better access to the political equality, the homosexuals, however, are seemingly not included as portion of “Hong Kong People”. Why? Politically, the law in Hong Kong recognizes every Hong Kong individual’s pursuit to marry another regardless of the differences in age, social status, educational attainment, financial background and nationality; the homosexuals in Hong Kong do not have this equal opportunity for marriage in front of the law since the law in Hong Kong forbids homosexual marriage. This is undoubtedly a problem shared by the homosexual in Hong Kong. 

According to our homosexual interviewee Mr.A (a local gay man), he regards that the inability to have marriage with his life-long partner, if any, as one of his big regrets in his life and he also maintains that the Hong Kong government apparently discriminates against the interests of the homosexual portion of Hong Kong population. Our Interviewee Doctor Petula Ho who is an expert of sexual studies in Hong Kong, also shares a similar view with Mr.A, she points out the homosexual group is losing out position in the law of Hong Kong that does not allow homosexual marriage. She comments “if marriage really means entering a stable stage of true love between two people, why is it only limited to the heterosexuals?... Aren’t the homosexuals able to enter a stable stage of true love with their lovers?” 

The result from our survey data reveals that about 70% of the general public does not accept the homosexual marriage.
 Yet, survey data of the Hong Kong homosexuals reveal that about 80% of the local homosexuals would like the government to legalize homosexual marriage.
 Moreover, the writer from the popular local homosexual novel “Sudden Single” suggests that the illegalization of homosexual marriage does break various dreams of the local homosexual people, always bringing conflicts in relationship or creating emotional problems among the their lovers.
 In his novel, the main character ,Linus, always feels unhappy and feels a sense of insecurity  because he cannot marry his lover even though both recognize each other as their life-long partners; and gradually they begin to be suspicious of each other. Conflicts then always arise and which lead to their final break up. Although this is only a story and such problem does contain in heterosexual relationships, it can reflect how illegalization of homosexual marriage brings problems to the homosexuals because the story is said to be written with reference to a real-life case, suggests that a typical life- the local homosexuals is doomed to break with their lovers at last because they are never given a chance to prolong their relationships with each other by the law.

Deprived of participating in politics

In a civil society, every community should be given equal opportunity to join political activities for expressing their views and opinion so as to create a better society. Yet, the homosexuals in Hong Kong truly seldom have this opportunity. The homosexual community cannot reveal their own sexual identity freely if they want to have political participation because the political parties in Hong Kong do not really welcome homosexual members. According to Doctor Petula, she points out the tradition development of political parties in Hong Kong rarely mention having homosexual members, even the democratic parties, and the political power of homosexual people in Hong Kong is not enough. 

It is quite true from what we have observed insofar. There has not been any politician from any political parties in Hong Kong openly admitting to have homosexual sex-orientation. Nevertheless, as the popular local homosexual novel  Tales of Party Animals vol.1 Almost Perfect 
reveals, a lot of local homosexual people are the professional groups like lawyers, doctors, managerial personnel that have higher social status and education background in the society. In addition, a sampling study of homosexuality in Hong Kong by the Satsanga shares similar claim that a lot of homosexual people in Hong Kong are the wealthier and professional class having a higher degree of decision-making power or influence in their respective circle .
 Then, the condition today insofar having no homosexual politician in our society is likely telling us two myths: One is that the local homosexual people do not like joining politics and to be the representative for their professions. Yet this myth is quite unlikely to be true since as our survey data reveals near 80% of local homosexual respondents are welcomed to join the politics if they are given a chance.
  Second may be the political parties in Hong Kong  really do not welcome the homosexual members; if not, why there still has no any homosexual politician coming out in the current Functional Political System given the fact that the homosexual population occupies quite a big portion of influential professions in our society? 
Perhaps, it is because the homosexual community is not daring to take part in the politics since they have realized the chance of being accepted by the political parties is small. Just as interviewee Mr. A comments, “Although some gay organizations are contributed to the increasing homosexual rights in Hong Kong in recent decades, we can’t change the society still, because we are still the minority group that is still not recognized by the government, most of the political parties, and the general public…..the life of homosexual in Hong Kong is not really very optimistic”

Social Problems

Deprived of social welfares

Based on the definition of civil society, social welfares should be equally distributed to every community in a civil society. Yet, the homosexual people in Hong Kong can be said to have unequal share in social welfares. For example, the information supplemented by Doctor Petula Ho tells that the homosexuals in Hong Kong are not allowed to queue for the public housing. This can be viewed as a social inequality. Given this group of people are responsible tax payers and permanent Hong Kong citizens , they should be entitled to have an equal share of social resources as the heterosexual majority do. The problem of deprivation of social welfares is also complained by the local homosexuals. As our survey data reveals, 100 % of respondents think that the disallowance for the homosexual couples to line up for public housing is a problem and seemingly social inequality against the homosexuals.
 

In addition, homosexuals also do not have the right to sign any legal confirmation letter if their partners need an emergent operation in hospitals. Again, it is an unequal treatment for them when comparing with the heterosexual couples. 

Personal Problems

There are indeed lots of personal problems of the homosexual people in Hong Kong. According to the interviewee Mr. A, he tells that he and his homosexual friends have been confronting with many personal problems in terms of family, friendship and emotional feelings and the seeking for sexual pleasure and love.

a. Family problem

To begin with family problem, it is told that homosexual people always have poor relationships with their family members. Although our interviewee Mr. A does not have this problem because his family members are quite enlightened to accept his sexual orientation, he tells that many of his friends have been leading poor relationships with their parents mainly due to their homosexual identity. For example, a friend of A, who is the only son of his family living in a local “walled village” in the New Territories often has conflicts with his family members because he does not think that his parents, who are very traditional-minded,  can understand him and restrict him from pursuing his own “love” and “pure feelings”. This is indeed a typical problem facing the homosexuals in Hong Kong. As the popular local gay novel Tales of Party Animals vol.1 Almost Perfect writes “the life of homosexuals is to live alone, better keeping distance away from family as far as possible in order to create fewer trouble”.
 Doctor Petula Ho also admits this. By her profession and personal experience to comment, “homosexual people do not usually have good relationships with their family members because they can’t act naturally in front of them for one reason; for the second, they sometimes love their family members so much so that they don’t want to hurt or shock them by telling out their homosexual identity that is unlikely to be accepted.”
b. Problems of making Friends  
When it is always possible for the heterosexual people to make their friends freely, the path of the homosexual people to seek for good friendship seems to be less easy. As suggested by interviewee Mr.A, he admits he has problems in making friendships. For example, he has ever attempted to be a close friend with two of his female students.  However, because of noticing their quite negative stance towards homosexuality, he dares not tell them he is gay finally and then gradually keep away from them for fear that he himself will be discriminated against and his “good image” in their eyes will be disillusioned.  He says: “I treasure their friendship, but we can’t go further to be close friends forever”.  The novels “Tales of Party Animals vol.1 Almost Perfect” and “ Suddenly Single” also  reveal similar problem.  In both pieces of writings, the homosexual characters normally do not have many heterosexual friends; throughout their lives only “members” (i.e. the calling of homosexual people by the homosexuals themselves) can be their forever friends.
 Some characters in the novels have tried to seek for heterosexual friendships, but most of them are in vain. In this way, it is not difficult to see that getting friendship can be a difficult task for the homosexuals in Hong Kong.
c. Emotional problems

All people have emotional problems; but it is suggested that the homosexual people usually have experienced more about these problems than the heterosexual people normally do. According to interviewee Mr.A, he tells that he has always been in times of feeling very unhappy with his own homosexual identity and feeling very sorry and regret for his family. He says “being homosexual is not I personally want; but there is a great pressure from the society that makes my life difficult…….. I have to pretend “normal” and live with “mask” in front of friends and family members……..although my parents accept my own sexual-orientation, I sometimes feel regret for being failing to prolong my family’s root; this I think will make my parents disappointed”.  Similarly, our interviewee Doctor Petula Ho also points out that the pressure borne by the homosexuals is usually heavier than by the heterosexuals; because our society is originally built for the “heterosexuals” only. Our so-called “proper social morale” is against homosexuality; our social attitude views homosexuality as unnatural; and our various religious parties are opposing homosexuality. In fact, interviewee C’s claim is quite matched with our survey result. According to our survey, about 70 % of respondents think that homosexuality is a kind of “improper” behavior in our society.
 Over 80 % of respondents even think that the homosexual people are breaking the “proper social orders” of our society.
 Therefore, it is not surprising to believe that the homosexuals are usually the group being heavily squeezed in our society and also why nearly half of our gay respondents think that leading a gay life in Hong Kong is difficult.

d. Problem of seeking for sexual pleasure and love

It is often held by the general public that the homosexual people are promiscuous for sex and frequently have sex easily with one anther. Yet, the reality is the homosexuals indeed are forbidden to seek for their own sexual pleasure by our society. According to Doctor Petula Ho, she says that our society’s Conventional Marriage Ordinance has already discriminated against the homosexuals, as it only allows two men to have sex after age 21; yet it is legally-acceptable for the heterosexual to have sex after age 16. This is certainly unfair to the homosexuals. In addition, interviewee Mr.A further points out, it is extremely difficult for the homosexual people to have intimacies with their lovers. Simply to say, first of all, they are not allowed to hug their lovers and hold their lovers’ hands like what the heterosexuals always do on the streets. Secondly, as mentioned before, they are bound by the “unfair law”; so it is illegal for them to have sex before 21.  Finally, unlike the heterosexuals who can meet their lovers openly, the homosexuals only have a few channels to meet their lovers secretly such as through internet and gay bars. In fact, this is the very true situation of the homosexuals in Hong Kong, as the two novels suggest, homosexual people in Hong Kong do not have many ways for meeting lovers because they cannot come out in day time for fear that they will be viewed by the heterosexual majority negatively. As a result, they can only “hunt” lovers “at night” in gay bars, and internet when at home.
 And this also resembles our survey findings that about 70% of local gay men meet their lovers through either internet or gar bars.

Chapter 2

Sociological Perspective: Misconceptions and Misunderstandings towards homosexuality

It is said that no single theory can fully and completely explain homosexuality. A cluster of factors usually ranging from the psychological to familial and societal level helps in explaining the causes of homosexuality. Perhaps because of this uncertain as well as ambiguous cause of homosexuality, quite a lot of negative conceptions or inappropriate perceptions are being put on the homosexuals, which are normally in terms of clinical, moralistic, ethical, religious and social. 

In the chapter, we attempt to present our findings concerning the misconceptions and misunderstanding of our society towards homosexuality in three main areas as follows.

1. Projections of negative perceptions on the homosexuals

2. Stereotypical images on the homosexuals

3. The relationship between homosexuality and AIDS

Projections of negative perceptions on the homosexuals

a. Mental illness

Clinical explanation is among one of the various approaches of homosexuality. Homosexuality was once regarded as a kind of mental illness in the past. It was considered as mental disorder manually and grouped as one of the International Classification of Diseases in 1970s. An idea of “curing” thus arose owing to its abnormalities or pathology. It was revealed that electric shock had been used to condition people to have an adverse reaction to their homosexual tendencies. This treatment was known as Aversive Shock Conditioning Therapy. However, doctors admitted that this treatment was proved unsuccessful in changing sexual preferences. However, they emphasized that it might be helpful in strengthening the self acceptance of those homosexuals who felt distraught and traumatized due to their different sexual preferences. It is only until this recent decade that clinical psychologists regard homosexual as a kind of sexual orientation and it is highly subjected to individual choice and preference.
 

From a historical perspective, it is observed that homosexuality was once viewed as a kind of mental illness which needed to be “cured”. This implicates that the mental state of the homosexual is once considered as “unhealthy” or “sick” as other physical-ill or psychological-ill patients. In this way, this can be seen as one of the negative projections on the homosexuals in our human history. Strictly speaking, this can be a kind of misconception. Such view was only later abolished when homosexuality is newly considered as in individual sexual orientation.  According to our survey data, it reveals that about 20 % of respondents believe that homosexuality is in reference to mental illness. In this regard, the clinical misconception towards homosexuality is still held by some people in Hong Kong society.

b. Unnaturalness

Although many religious leaders agree that the homosexuals should be respected as individuals; over 70 % of our respondents claim that they mind having homosexual friends and relatives.
 They consider homosexual behavior is sinful and mind having homosexual friends and relatives who are in closer relations with them. Our previous interviews had already revealed such similar views. The local homosexual interviewee A exposes his view that the heterosexual people and the religious communities always label the homosexual people as immoral; whereas interviewee B, who is a local pastor, regards homosexuality as sin and homosexual act as “counter-nature”. 

From a moralistic perspective to say, (which is commonly emphasized by the religions like Catholicity and Christianity), homosexuality is considered as immoral because of its assumed unnaturalness. According to interviewee B, he suggests that homosexuality violates the sexual intercourse which is supposed to be happened between a man and a woman. Also, homosexuality violates the function of genitals which is to produce babies that require a perfect-match of both an egg and a sperm. Catholics and Christians would regard the sexual act between same-sex people as violating the guidance from God which should be happened between a man and a woman only. The sexual act between the same-sex people is thus called “counter nature”.
 Apart from this negative projection on the homosexual by the religious morality, homosexuality is contrary to the Chinese morals. Owing to the inability to have children by the gay or lesbian couple, the position of homosexuals and homosexual act are always marginalized on the Chinese society. Acts of homosexual are regarded as indecent, unacceptable by the social norms and far out from the norm of the existing social values.
  In fact, as reveal by our survey result, about 70 % of respondents hold that homosexuality does pollute the social morality.

To summarize, homosexuality is viewed as unnaturalness on the religious, ethical and Chinese moral stance. Acts of homosexuals are viewed very negatively because of their differences with the heterosexuals. Certain degree of misunderstandings towards homosexuals may be contained if we always project the heterosexual perspective and moral stance on them without deep exploration. Lack of proper education on homosexuality is a key factor contributing to such misunderstandings. To be more objective, we cannot conclude that homosexual behavior is immoral in a civil society. It is because we cannot impose the biblical principals on everyone and in fact not all people have such religious faiths. 

c. Bad influence on society

It is believed that the behavior of adults would have socialization impact on the younger generation.
 Taking the ground that homosexuality is thought to be immoral and unnatural from the religious and ethical perspective, it is assumed to have bad moral influence on society as well as bad impacts on family. Homosexuality is especially regarded as the cause of physical and mental harm to the kids.
  In fact, our interviewee B also believes that homosexuality will bring problems to the society. He says “the homosexuals is sick, they have to be cured for the sake of a better society”. Once again, negative projection is put on the homosexual without abundant evidence. Homosexuals are even thought to bear greater social responsibility than the heterosexuals on this occasion. 
It is too abrupt to conclude that homosexuality has bad influence on the society because apparent evidence is still lacking and there has not been enough studies to prove the relationship between social instability and homosexuality. To be more objective, homosexual acts are unlikely to harm anyone except the two people involved. It is rather their personal matters shared by the two involved. It is not any crime like murder, rape, seduction or adultery which can endanger a number of lives in our society.

Stereotypical images on the homosexual 
a. Practice of anal sex

Quite a lot of ordinary people believe that homosexual couple would practice anal sex. This view is even shared by our interviewee C, the pastor. However, another interviewee A, the local homosexual, claims that this has been already one of the misconceptions on the homosexual by the ordinaries. He mentions that in “Tongzhi discussion”, it reveals that over 60% of homosexual people do not practice anal sex. 

This indeed shows that not all homosexual couples would practice anal sex to perform their intimacies. As revealed by interviewee A and the two popular gay local novels “ Suddenly Single” and “Tales of Party Animals vol.1 Almost Perfect”,  instead of anal sex, holding hands, kissing, hugging each other, caressing and practicing oral sex are usually adopted by the homosexual couples to express their intimacies, which is in fact more or less same as the heterosexual couple. Also, our survey data also reveal that only 35 % of local gay respondents have anal sex with their lovers. 65 % of them do not practice it actually. Therefore, practicing anal sex is just a social stereotypical image on the homosexual. Yet, this social stereotypical image still prevails in our society as the data from our survey reveals about 70 % of the general public respondents think that the homosexuals normally practice anal sex.

b. Gender-role performances

It is commonly believed that there should be a “strong” man taking care of a “weak” woman in a romantic relationship. Such a kind of heterosexual concept is, however, usually put on the homosexual relationship. People would usually “measure” the homosexual couples “who is the “man or who is the “woman”?’ if noticing a homosexual relationship. In addition, it is a popular misconception to assume that a man with certain feminine characteristics is sure to be a homosexual. In this way, the heterosexuals may assume that the homosexual couples are both woman-like. These are always the myth created on the homosexuals.

In reality, clear-cut gender-role performances in homosexual relationship are not so obvious. By the survey data received from the homosexuals, it is told that most of the homosexuals (over 70%) do not differentiate their gender performance in their love relationship.
 They are not neither to act like females nor a man. In addition, the popular local gay novel “Suddenly Single” which portrays a love story of a gay couple, reveals that in a homosexual relationship there is neither girlish nor boyish acts performed between the homosexual couples. Indeed, they are sharing quite an equal relationship with both caring each other, which is unlike the boys are supposedly needed to take care more of the girls in a heterosexual relationship.

To be more objective, heterosexual conception needs to be put aside in examining homosexuality if we want to have a more comprehensive picture on it. 

c. Outlook-bodies and dressings

According to the paper written by Murphy about homosexuality, it is commonly viewed that “the ordinary man thinks of a homosexual as a man dressed in feminine clothes with a high-pitched voice and a peculiar walk”.
 This is what the common fixation of homosexual by the heterosexual in terms of dressings and behaviour.  In fact, as suggested by the Tales of Party Animals vol.1 Almost Perfect , the word “camp” is always used to describe the gay men with feminine acts.
 Apart form these, men who would like to do gym and have lots of body muscles are thought to be homosexual instead of being masculine
. Furthermore, there is a social stereotypical image of “big aunt” in the circle of homosexuals by the heterosexuals. The personality of “big aunt” is believed to be humorous, good in communication, can shout and laugh at any time, and can disregard the impolite actions towards them.
 Simply speaking, “big aunts” are those who are the skillful homosexuals who have been gay for quite a long time. These are the common outlook and character stereotypes of the homosexuals by the majority.  

However, it is too narrow-minded to confirm who is homosexual if using the above categorization. In fact, there are lots of diversities in the homosexual world, just like the heterosexual world. There exists no single specific image for the homosexual. It can be only said that quite many of the homosexuals like to emphasize more on decorating the outlook in terms of hair style, clothing style, accessories and skin care. Certainly, there must have exceptions. For instance, having lots of muscles are not necessarily linked to be the role of gay. There must have lots of straight men who would like to do gym and have lots of muscles. We cannot formulaically regard people as “gay” or “not so likely as gay” by the above social stereotypes. As the Tales of Party Animals vol.1 Almost Perfect suggests, a gay man can perform and dress very muscular whereas a straight man can be very feminine. In brief, there emerges no fixed image for the homosexuals. The reasons behind such social stereotypes of homosexual can be explained by lack of proper education about homosexuality and the frequent projections of homosexual stereotypical images on the homosexuals by the mass media. 

d. Role of the mass media

Undeniably speaking, mass media has created lots of stereotypical images for the homosexuals. Many of them are quite negative and may blur the concept of the majority towards homosexuality. According to our interviewee A, a local homosexual, mentions that “gay love story in movies is always portrayed as laughable, and gay people are those who are often to be laughed at in TV series.” The homosexual acts are described as sissy, disgusting and awful. In TVB’s serial programs, gay men always perform very sissy and even more feminine than the females or behave in an exaggerate way.
 Programs for homosexual are becoming common nowadays like Queer Eyes for the Straight Guys. Among them, quite a lot of stereotypical images of the homosexuals are portrayed, like they have big interests in fashions and act in a hypercritical way. Some local movies also portray that one-night stand is very common among the homosexuals, such as the Hong Kong movie, “Nine-to-Five” in the year of 1994 in which gay people are eager  for one-night stand and practicing unsafe sex.
 

In fact, the role of mass media is very influential in the sense that it is the largest communication net for nearly all strata of people in our society. The portrayal of the homosexuals by the mass media is determining since not all people would know or in contact with the gay men. Therefore, mass media is a big element in constructing the stereotypical images of the homosexuals. Yet, one should bear in mind that there emerged no fixed image for the homosexual. 
The relationship between homosexuality and AIDS
From the data of our survey, it is shown that misunderstanding on the relationship between homosexuals and the spread of AIDS among the public is very common. Over 80 % of the respondents think that AIDS is in relationship with the homosexuality.
 The assumption behind this misunderstanding is that the association of homosexuality with a promiscuous way of life which encouraging the spread of venereal diseases, particularly AIDS. It is commonly thought that one-night stand or unsafe sex is adopted by the homosexuals
. Apart from this “promiscuous” life, having sex in public areas by the homosexuals would make the public consider that homosexuals would easily engage in casual sex. It is sometimes found that homosexuals would have sex in the public lavatories
 (commonly called havinf sex at “fish pond”) and cinemas
. From the view of the majority or heterosexuals, all these findings of causal sexual practice by homosexuals may make them to be infected by AIDS easier.

Tracing back the development of AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome), it is always inseparable with homosexuality. It is believed to be the disease of homosexuals because there were 31 patients died from a non-defined disease in America before 1980 and most of them were homosexuals. That’s why it was called “Gay Cancer” at that time and later was named as “GRID” (Gay-related immune deficiency). The name of AIDS was first adopted until 1982.
 This brief development of the “name” of this disease more or less depicted the idea that AIDS is really the disease of homosexuals to the public. 

But is this really the case? The most recently updated figures from Health Department shows that the cumulative number of HIV-infected person in Hong Kong was 642 by 2000. A total of 220 acquired the infection through homosexual or bisexual sexual activity and 292 through heterosexual sex, 13 were injecting drug users. Doctors from the Health Department said more women becoming infected as heterosexual transmission had become the most common method of HIV infection worldwide. In fact, heterosexual sex has overtaken the homosexual contact in transmitting HIV infection. The nurses further asserted that AIDS is not confined to homosexuals nor is there any scientific evidence to support the connection between homosexuality and AIDS. Homosexual act is only one of the many ways, not the major one, in which HIV virus can be transmitted through homosexual behavior.
 Moreover, our survey data from the local gay men also suggest that many of them have never tired One-Night-Stance (nearly about 70 %) and do not accept causal sex (about 60%). Therefore, the socially-stereotyped positive relationships between homosexuality and AIDS and causal sex and AIDS should be doubted.

To summarize, it is a false perception to link AIDS with homosexuality directly. Both heterosexuals and homosexuals would have the possibility to get infected by HIV-virus. Only safe sex and not sharing the same syringe can prevent the possibility of getting AIDS effectively. 

Chapter 3
Historical Perspective:  Decriminalization of Homosexuality in Hong Kong

The legal institutions are one of the important mechanisms of social control in our society. In the first place, legal institutions are responsible for the making and preservation of the rules and norms which define our behavior to an acceptable level in society. They announce which acts can be officially punished and how and which we cannot be punished. Secondly, the legal system carries out many social controlling activities; for instance, the police arrests burglars. Finally, laws, in particular the criminal laws, not only protect private and public interests but also preserve social order in our society. 

In the case of homosexuality, it is found that the offense against Person Ordinance (1981), in force since 1901, prescribed penalties of up to life imprisonment for anal intercourse between men, with a woman or with an animal, and up to two years’ imprisonment for any act of “gross indecency” by a man with another man, irrespective of whether it is performed with or without consent in private or in public.
 Furthermore, in 1978, the Royal Hong Kong Police Force established a special unit to investigate offenses of a male homosexual nature by adopting a low-key approach to carry out its duty. 
In this period, homosexuality was regarded as a criminal offense and that harsh punishment were set to deter such an activity.  However, homosexuality was decriminalized. It has no longer been regarded as a criminal offence since 1991. 

In this part, a historical development of decriminalization of homosexuality in Hong Kong will be given first, and followed will be some reasons for the decriminalization.

Historical Development of Decriminalization of Homosexuality in Hong Kong

From a historical perspective, the issue of homosexuality began to gain attention in Hong Kong in 1980 when an inspector of the Royal Hong Kong Police Force was found to be a homosexual and committed suicide. After this incident, the Hong Kong government appointed the Law Reform Commission to investigate the law governing homosexuality to see if any necessary changes were needed in the present laws of Hong Kong. Since homosexuality was morally a very sensitive issue, the public also showed a considerable concern about it at the same time. Immediately after the incident, the society had held many discussion, open forums and debates among various fields such as teachers, social workers and lawyers to express their attitudes and opinions for the concerned issue.
 

On 14 June 1980, the Attorney General and the Chief Justice further asked the Law Reform Commission to consider the idea of “Should the present laws governing homosexual conduct in Hong Kong be changed; and if so, in what ways”. Following this idea, a Report on the Laws Governing Homosexual Conduct was published by the Law Reform Commission in April 1983.  Some recommendations for reforms of the present laws were also suggested in the report. These recommendations not only raised the important legal and moral issues in our society but also successfully persuaded the government to step further to publish a consultation paper to allow members of the public the opportunity to express their views in June 1988. In the consultation paper, three important clear options were presented, which were:

1. to keep the present laws unchanged;

2. to decriminalize homosexual acts ( i.e. to remove of the criminal penalties of homosexual acts ) in private between consenting adults; and 

3. to reduce of the penalties for homosexual acts in private between consenting adults.

The public, at the same time, were invited to submit their views and opinions on the consultation paper to the City and New Territories Administration from June to September 1988. And all submissions of views and opinions would be treated in confidence. At the end, the government received around 3000 responses to its paper. Both supporting and opposing voices from various parties were collected. However, despite the wide consultation, there still emerged no official result of consultation published and made available to the general public.

In June 1990, the Hong Kong government thought the issue dragged on for too long time and then brought it back on the table for discussion again. With the introduction of Bill of Rights for Hong Kong in 1990, the decriminalization of private homosexual behavior between consenting adults was brought to the Executive Committee. As a result, a motion to debate decriminalization was held in July in the same year. Finally, the Legislative Council voted in favor of decriminalizing homosexual acts between adults in private. From then on, sexual relations which occur between consenting adults in private places are simply no any business to laws. From 21 July 1991 onwards, it was seen that the Crime Ordinance (Cap 200) has no longer charged against homosexual acts between two consenting adults in private as a criminal offense. 
 The rights of minorities ( i.e. the homosexuals) ought not to be decided  by the majorities ( i.e. the heterosexuals). The decriminalization act of homosexuality recognized that “what consenting adults do in private is their own business provided that it does not affect anyone else”. 

Factors leading to the decriminalization of homosexuality in Hong Kong

As mentioned before, the issue of decriminalization of homosexuality in Hong Kong had been discussed for almost 10 years before it came into being in 1991. And despite the government attempt to make a wide consult with the public and to conduct commission to be responsible for the issue, there was still no any official reasoning given to the general public consequently for decriminalization issue. However, by researching some government publications concerning homosexuality and laws, the reasoning for the decriminalization of homosexuality can still be revealed. It was analyzed that two main streams of factors, namely the immediate factor and underlying factors, likely led to the law of the Decriminalization of Homosexuality in Hong Kong.

Immediate Factor 

The suicide of a homosexual police inspector 

Homosexuality is a very sensitive and a taboo subject in Hong Kong, not only on the legal ground, but also on the moral, social and personal levels. It was only brought into discussion when an inspector of the Royal Hong Kong Police Force, John Macleman, was found to be a homosexual and committed suicide. As members in police force were socially perceived as role model citizens by the general public, the sudden suicide of John Macleman for his own homosexual sex-orientation did discredit the image of the Hong Kong government. Not only that, his death also created a great shock to the general public. Fearing that similar case would happen again, and the image of the Hong Kong would be damaged. Immediately after this incident, the Hong Kong government appointed the Law Reform Commission to investigate the law governing homosexuality to see if any necessary changes were needed in the present laws of Hong Kong.
 

Underlying Factors

a. Unclear nature of homosexuality and homosexual behavior
Homosexuality is very difficult to define. Charging homosexuality against criminal law should be very inhumane and unfair to the homosexual people themselves. For example, it was published in the Report on the Laws Governing Homosexual Conduct Law that homosexuality should be defined in a broad sense as a sexual preference for people of ones’ own sex.  An important distinction should be considered between homosexuality and homosexual behaviors. For homosexuality, it was suggested that it should be considered as a biological or psychological state and as such should not come within the scope of criminal law. Therefore, to have a sexual preference for men should not be treated as a crime.
 Moreover, there should have probably been homosexuals in all civilizations in all ages; and attitudes towards homosexuals conducts should have ranged from tolerance to persecution. Thus, it was very difficult to find out “who are homosexuals who are not”.
  Besides, the report also highlighted the unknown and uncertain causes of homosexuality. Apart from genetic or biological factors, social environment might also play a part in the development of homosexuality tendencies. Therefore, it was not possible to disentangle genetic and environmental factors but it seemed likely that environmental factors could, perhaps temporarily, encourage latent homosexual tendencies. Furthermore, homosexuality was not generally regarded by the medical professions as an illness or a disease. There should be no “cure” for it and most homosexuals did not really seek for a “cure” as well; because they did not consider their sexual preference to be deviant or prevented even thought at times it could give rise to feelings of guilt and shame.
  Under this situation – that homosexuality had a very board definition, can involve unknown proportion of population, and has unknown cause and no means to cure so far, it should be totally difficult and unsuitable as well as unfair to criminalize homosexuality.

b. International trend in dealing with homosexual laws

The Report on the Laws Governing Homosexual Conduct pointed out that Hong Kong’s present laws reflected British social and legal tradition before 1967; yet the year homosexual acts in private between consenting men had ceased to be criminal in England and Wales. The law in Scotland and Northern Ireland was similarly changed in 1980 and 1982 respectively. In addition, the report pointed out in most western European countries the laws did not proscribe homosexual behaviors. Homosexual marriage was even made legal in Canada, Denmark, Belgium and the Netherlands. However, in the East, homosexual acts were considered as criminal offense, particularly in India, Malaysia and Singapore. Nevertheless, such acts were not criminal in Japan, the Philippines, South Korea and New Zealand and most states of Australia. In the People’s Republic of China, homosexual acts were even not included in the criminal code.
 Under this situation, it was certain that the law in Hong Kong governing homosexuality was not up to international standard, and international pressure was received by the Hong Kong government to change its present laws concerning homosexual acts.

c. Increasing influence of humanitarianism

The humanitarianism was first introduced by the United Nations in 1956, which emphasized on basic human rights as the rights to live, to make one’s own decision, and to practice what is wanted, etc. It reached Hong Kong in 1970s.
 With the increasing number of people receiving education, the idea of basic human rights was allowed to penetrate into our society successfully. More and more people in Hong Kong realized their own rights. This finally attributed to the introduction of the Bill of Rights for Hong Kong in 1990 in which various human rights based on the idea of humanitarianism were introduced. For example, it stated that everyone in Hong Kong should be borne by equal and should be entitled to enjoy all resources in society. As the homosexuals should be treated equally with the majority heterosexuals as humans borne by equal, it was thus necessary to make adjustment to the present law which still prescribed the homosexuals unequally with the others as criminals.
 

d. Increasing activities for gay rights

According to our interviewee Dr.Petula Ho, she gives information that various gay organizations began actively to launch activities for gay rights since 1980s. Closely the same as her information suggested, it is found some gay organizations like 10% Club, Rainbow Club, and Tongzhi Club started their first socio-political activities to press the government to improve gay rights in Hong Kong in after 1988. According to Tongzhi Discussion, gay right movement were in fact after the government’s public consultation of decriminalization of homosexuality in 1988; and their activities became intensified during the year of 1989-1990.
  This data probably gave a hint that the decriminalization of homosexuality in 1991 could be a result of the increasing gay rights movement in Hong Kong. Because of the increasing pressure from the local homosexual people, necessary change in the present law government homosexual conducts was needed to pacify social discontentment.

Chapter 4
Historical Perspective: Supporting and Opposing views in Hong Kong society
Attitudes towards homosexuality are divided in Hong Kong society. Generally speaking, there divided into supporting and opposing views. However, reality does not emerge sheep and goats merely. Among those supporting opinions, there may contain some sorts of mixed feelings and negative emotions whereas helping attitude may be embedded within the opposing opinions. In fact, opinions towards homosexuality are complex, diversified and not clear-cut. We should have a thorough exploration in order to obtain a comprehensive picture. In the following, opinions are classified into five areas: 1. Hong Kong government, 2. Survey findings, 3. Religion, and 4. Mass culture.  Among each of them, either supporting or opposing view would be discussed with deep analysis.

Hong Kong government
Recruitment policy of civil servants
From a historical perspective, Hong Kong government holds a rather harsh attitude against the homosexuals. In 1970s, homosexuals or suspected homosexuals were treated differently from the heterosexuals in the appointment of civil servants, which was bound by the Top Secret Circular on Gay Ordinance. According to the memo, all department heads are instructed to look into the possibility whether there are homosexuals (either sex) serve under their command. The document warned that no one who had either been convicted of a homosexual offence or who had admitted to homosexuality should be hired. No known homosexual should be appointed to the Hong Kong Civil Service, irrespective of rank or grade. When a serving officer has been convicted of a homosexual offence, consideration should be given by his head of Department to the terminating his/her service in accordance with established civil service practice.
 Such situation was only to be changed following the appearance of the “Report of the Law Reform Commission Sub-committee on Homosexuality” in 1982. 
From this recruitment policy, it is apparent that Hong Kong government once held a rigid and refused attitude towards homosexuals. It tried hard on prohibiting homosexuals as civil servants. Obviously, homosexuals are treated differently from the heterosexuals in the eyes of the Hong Kong government regardless of their abilities. Only their same sex-orientation is highly to be focused.

Acts of homosexuality confined by the Hong Kong law

The acts of homosexuality in Hong Kong are mainly governed by the chapter of “Abominable Offences” enclosed in the Offences Against the Person Ordinance (Cap.212).
 To be precise, homosexuality is confined by the law within three main areas.

a. Buggery
It concerns anal intercourse by a man with another man or with a woman. It also included intercourse in any manner between a man or a woman and an animal. It matters not whether the act is committed in private or in public. Once committed, it shall be guilty of felony, and shall be liable to imprisonment for life.

b. Gross Indecency
There is no comprehensive statutory judicial definition of this offence but usually in three forms. 1.mutual masturbation 2.some form of intercrural contact 3. oral-genital context. It is also suggested that if “two male persons kissed each other under circumstances which showed that the act was immoral and unnatural”, this would be indecent but not grossly indecent. 

c. Indecent Assault
This offence applies to both sexes. Non-consensual buggery or gross indecency would be penalized, whether the aggressor is male or female. 

These are the three areas of Hong Kong law which confine to homosexuality although they do apply to heterosexuals and animals as well. Anyhow, they are critical to the homosexual acts to a certain extent in which anal intercourse and two men kiss each other are emphasized. In sum, the Hong Kong law tries hard to prohibit homosexual acts and subjects homosexuality as a wrong-doing in front of the law. 

Decriminalization of homosexual acts
In early 1990s, Hong Kong government no longer prohibits consensual sexual conduct between adults of the same sex in private. The age of consent for homosexual activity should be the age of 21. Such change in the law seems that the Hong Kong government becoming less critical to homosexuality. However, are the homosexuals viewed as equal as the heterosexuals in front of the Hong Kong law? The truth is not. Though the consent of homosexual act is legal at the age of 21 or above, the consent of heterosexual act is legal at the age of 16 or above. In this way, homosexuals are still considered and treated differently from the heterosexuals by the Hong Kong law. For instance, the name of this law, “decriminalization” fosters negative image to the homosexuals. It seems the homosexual acts or homosexuality is depicted as a “crime” by the Hong Kong law whereas heterosexual act or heterosexuality is the only lawful sexual orientation. Furthermore, homosexual marriage is not included in the Hong Kong law. This means the homosexuals in Hong Kong cannot have the right of marriage as the heterosexuals by the Hong Kong law. 

To summarize, the recruitment policy of civil servants, acts of homosexuality confined by the Hong Kong law as well as the decriminalization of homosexual acts reveals the Hong Kong government takes a quite harsh and critical attitude towards homosexuality. Homosexuals in Hong Kong are viewed and treated as unequal when comparing with the heterosexuals officially. 

Survey findings
Altogether from the survey results we conduct on the internet and the survey of “Hong Kong Attitudes towards Homosexuality” conducted by Murphy. N. in 1999, we can find quite a lot of similarities. 

When asking the question of “should homosexuality be treated as a criminal offense?” The answers of the respondents are divided by their age. For the younger generation, below the age of 40, over 80% of them do not consider it as a criminal offense.
 On being asked the reasons behind, we can generalize three main justifications for their answer. First of all, homosexuality is a personal matter. It causes no harm to the society as a whole and has no effects to the neighborhood. Therefore, homosexuality in their circumstances should not be controlled. Secondly, homosexuality is a matter of personal freedom. Perhaps under the influence of laissez-faire philosophy or ideology, they choose to respect private freedom and personal right. They regard homosexual acts between consent adults are undoubtedly private behavior and thus should be respected. Thirdly, homosexuality is a matter of private sexual behavior. They hold the stance that if we consider it is appropriate to respect the private sexual behavior of the heterosexuals, why don’t we respect the private sexual behavior of the homosexuals as well? This is a private matter! 

For the older generation, above the age of 40, is still in favor of treating homosexuality as a criminal offense. The reasons behind are common: 1. Homosexuality is contrary to the Chinese morals. 2. It is contrary to the nature. 3. It has bad influence on the society. (Details can be referred to the paragraph of “misconception”). Usual terms to describe homosexuality like “indecent”, “disgust” and “abnormal” are used by them. 

Regardless of the above different views towards homosexuality by different age groups, they have similar views when being asked the questions of “do you mind having colleagues and friends who are homosexuals?” and “do you mind having closer friends and relatives who are homosexuals?” Over 70 % of respondents in both age groups saying that they do not mind having colleagues and friends who are homosexuals, in the meantime, over 60% in both age groups replying that they do mind of having homosexual friends and relatives who are in closer relations.
 

This tendency of viewing homosexuals is also exposed from the survey carrying out by the Department of Sociology, University of Hong Kong in 2001. 75% of the respondents do not mind singing karaoke, watching movies and dining with homosexual friends.
 However, also 70 % of them mind lending rooms, living together and hiring homosexuals as maids at home. 

Apart from the above quite clear attitude towards homosexuality; some neither show supporting nor opposing attitude but with some ambiguous and neutral statements. Sayings like “at best, love between homosexuals is transitory.” “Homosexuals do not really want to be that way, but can’t help it.” “Homosexuality is not man’s normal way of showing love, but they are out of control.” 

The above findings do tell us something about the current Hong Kong people attitude towards homosexuality. Younger generation seems accept homosexuality more than the older generation. This may be explained by the fact that younger people are under the influence of western tide more; thus holding more open and liberal attitude towards homosexuality. Another reason to explain this phenomenon perhaps the youngsters tend to respect individualism more than the elder generation. In nowadays world, individual freedom is highly emphasized and glorified in movies, pop music, magazines, fictions…etc. The younger generation is admittedly prone to this influence more than the older generation. On the ground that homosexuality is a personal matter; youngsters do not tend to treat it as negativity. In brief, the issue of homosexuality is viewed differently by various age groups. 

Although it is revealed that the younger generation tends to accept homosexuality more, they share similar view as the older generation that they both mind having homosexual friends and relatives who are in closer relationships to them. This finding suggests that as a whole, Hong Kong people do not tend to discriminate homosexuals but still not accept homosexuality exists within their circles of closer human relationships completely. Conservative stance is still being taken by most Hong Kong people in the issue of homosexuality though certain degree of liberation is taken place. 

Besides supporting and opposing views, some tend to be neutral or having no special preference towards homosexuality. They neither support nor reject but seem regarding homosexuals themselves do not want to behave this way but out of control. It seems they consider the cause of homosexuality as inborn or biological factor. No matter this cause is justifiable or not, this shows that there contains lots of diversified views towards homosexuality in additional to supporting and opposing opinions. 

Religious view 
Besides the Chinese morals like Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism, Christianity and Catholicity are the religions mostly acceptable by many Hong Kong people. Their views and attitudes towards homosexuality are thus influential in shaping the minds of the Christians and Catholics. From the findings of our interview done with a local pastor previously as well as the reading pamphlets and leaflets collected from the religious organizations, we observe that both Christianity and Catholicity hold an opposing stance towards homosexuality though they still welcome and show a sense of care to the homosexuals who attempt to visit the churches. 

Throughout the interview with the local pastor, lots of negative words are used by him to describe the nature of homosexuality. Homosexuality is a sin from the Christian view. They altered the designation from God to perform the proper roles of genders. He described the behavior of the homosexuals as “counter-nature” Their wrong-doings are created by the “devils”. He further mentioned that the existence of homosexuals is unhealthy to the society since they are sick- and weak-minded. Their attempt to have sex with their partners is at the expense of god and their sophisticated creation of human bodies in the sense that he regards anal intercourse is usually practiced by the homosexuals. He considered that psychological counseling was essential for the homosexuals in order to be cured and lived in a “proper life”. Lastly, he opposed to legalize gay marriage in Hong Kong.

From the pamphlets and leaflets of “the Society for Truth Light”
, adverse descriptions are again used to describe homosexuality. Acts of homosexuality is violated from the will of and hated by God. It is sinful and dirty. Those homosexuals are living in the waves of sins. For instance, the sexual intercourse carried out by the homosexuals is regarded unsafe. What makes them to have this conclusion is that they believe condoms are rarely used by them during sexual intercourse and even they used condoms, they are easily broken during their sexual intercourse. To cure such illness, they recommend the homosexuals to receive cognitive behavior therapy. 

It is revealed that homosexuality is unacceptable by both Christianity and Catholicity. This violated the designation of God on the proper gender role performances. The justification behind is different from the government though both hold an opposing stance. Christianity highly emphasizes the setting from God is violated by homosexuality whereas the degree of decency is the major area of focus by the Hong Kong government. In addition, it can be said that Christianity even holds much conservative view towards homosexuality than the Hong Kong government in the way that it is treated as an illness and needed to be cured by counseling but homosexual acts can be carried out in private areas with consent following the decriminalization law of Hong Kong. In brief, although Hong Kong is a cosmopolitan city with plenty of diversifications within, the conservative religious rationale behind is determining in shaping the minds of significant numbers of Christians and Catholics towards the issue of homosexuality in which the force should not be undermined. 
Mass culture
Entertaining commercial activities are quite flourished in Hong Kong during the past two to three decades. Lots of local superstars, either singers or artists, or both, are becoming the idols of the Hong Kong people. Among the various varieties, Leslie Cheung insofar is the most famous come-out gay superstar in Hong Kong. His come-out to be a gay man in the concerts as well as his aloofness towards the photographs of holding hands with his lover being captured by the reporters won the support of lots of gay men in Hong Kong. On the internet forum, some homosexuals regard, “Leslie Cheung is the honour of gay community. He does not mind letting public to know his sex-orientation identity represents a sense of braveness of him. His love story with his lover which lasts for about 18 years set a good example for the gay men and expose to the public that the love relationships among gay men can be very long-lasting instead of short-term as stereotyped. He is an icon for gay men and give us hope to be accepted more in the society”
.

However, the commit suicide of Leslie Cheung in 2003 also had another influence for the gay man as well as the rest of the Hong Kong public towards homosexuality. There was a rumour that his decision to end his life was due to the failure of continuing the relationship with his lover. Some gay men on the internet forum responded his commit suicide by saying that, “his death was really a setback for the gay community. His act of committing suicide makes those accept him as a gay man before have suspicious feeling towards gay life. This even makes us begin to doubt our life. We feel so sad about this”.
 Some may even wonder the worthiness to be gay men, “is the life of a gay man really hard? Would all gay men end their life like this as Leslie Cheung?”

It is shown that the true gay-love story of a superstar can have a very positive influence for the homosexuals and offer an opportunity for the public to realize the gay life more. However, the bad news (commit suicide) of the superstar also gives psychological setback to the homosexuals and may create atmosphere of adverse discussion about the homosexuals. Life of the celebrity thus is one of the big channels to shape the attitudes, either supporting or opposing, of the public towards issue of homosexuality. If it is too far to reach either supporting or opposing views, this at least offers a sense of realization and chances of evaluation about issue of homosexuality by the Hong Kong citizens as well as the homosexuals.

In fact, it is quite difficult for the homosexuals to express their views towards homosexuality even though they are engaging in the same-sex relationships. Such dilemma is depicted by the author of Tales of Party Animals vol.1 Almost Perfect and Suddenly Single. In these two novels, there are lots of couples are engaging in gay relationships. Some are players of casual one-night stand; some are eager to have multiple relationships instead of one; some are living together but hanging out to find partners respectively; certainly some are still serious to each other. No matter what styles they are practicing, it is admittedly saying that homosexual relationships tend to be less stable and less long-lasting as compared with the heterosexuals. One of the main reasons is that there emerges no marriage system to bound them or as a destination for them to reach in life. Therefore, the homosexuals usually have lots of complex feelings towards their sex-orientation identity as well as the relationships they are having right now though they do choose the same-sex as their lovers. Regardless of engaging in homosexual relationships, it is still abrupt to claim that they have supporting attitude towards homosexuality since plenty of diversified and complex feelings are needed to put into considerations as well. 

Chapter 5

Socio-Historical Perspective: A Critical evaluation of Hong Kong as a civil society and the On-going development of gay community in Hong Kong

A Critical evaluation of Hong Kong as a civil society
In light of the case homosexuality in Hong Kong, it is revealed that Hong Kong society is not very much a civil society. In fact, as suggested by Calhoun, a civil society should generally possess three basic characteristics as follows. Firstly, it has to be a community network within which the connected people are respecting each others. Secondly, resources shared within the community should be made equal so that everyone is allowed to enjoy. Thirdly, it has to provide its connected people with equal opportunities for individual advancement and own pursuits. However, from our research findings, it is revealed in the way that Hong Kong society treats the issue of homosexuality is quite uncivil.

To begin with, it is found that many Hong Kong people are not respecting the homosexuals. As our research result shows above, many Hong Kong people believe that homosexuality is a kind of “dangerous disease” that can hurt the surrounding people and “pollute” the social environment. There are also a lot of misconceptions of the public towards the gay people and homosexuality. That’s why it is very common in Hong Kong that many local people hold a negative attitude towards the gay minority and homosexuality. Within this disrespectful attitude of the majority Hong Kong people towards the homosexual minority, the degree of civilization of Hong Kong society is clearly doubted.

Also, it is found that resources shared within Hong Kong society are not very equal. The homosexual minority group is not allowed to enjoy various social resources like applying for public housing and requesting for medical welfare; when these are universally enjoyed by the heterosexual majority. In this way, a condition of unequal share of resources within the society is seen.
Besides, the homosexuals in Hong Kong are bounded by many socio-political forces under which their individual pursuits and opportunities for advancement are greatly disallowed. For example, the marriage system of our society ruins many “sweet dreams” of the homosexual couples; and the fact that society’s negative stereotyping on homosexuality makes many homosexuals fail to acquire friendship with the heterosexual majority. In this circumstance, can everyone enjoy the same socio-political rights and be equally-treated in Hong Kong? The answer should be clear from the above analysis – that it is hardly the case happening in Hong Kong society.

The On-going development of gay community in Hong Kong

In fact, same as all of us, one of the homosexuals’ big is their future lives. From the above two perspectives of analysis, both sociologically and historically, we can have much deeper understandings towards the gay life in Hong Kong in these few decades. With these background information acted as the bases, now, it is high time to look through their future. In the following, the opinions from the interviewees of local gay men as well as a scholar, Doctor Petula Ho, are used. Result findings from the surveys with both the homosexuals and the public views are also used so that a more comprehensive and in-depth analysis can be obtained. At the end, a brief recommendation is suggested in the aim of enhancing the life of the homosexuals in Hong Kong. It should be highlighted that this is done so in a suggestive manner based on the materials we analysis insofar and without the intention of offending any parties or people. 

Opinions from the homosexual interviewees
Among the interviewees with the three local homosexuals- Mr.A and Mr.Z (who is a tutor from the Comparative Literature Department at the University of Hong Kong), as well as Leo (who is a gay bar tender), they do not view their future life in an optimistic way. This is shared so by Mr. A especially. He claimed that, “our society is anti-homosexual in various ways. Government department is portraying homosexuality as a social evil…media is one of the important mechanisms to bring out this discriminating situation against homosexuality…leading gay life in Hong Kong is not easy. Homosexual people still can’t enjoy equal status with the heterosexual, e.g. gay couple cannot have the right to apply for public housing and even can’t sign legal letter on behalf of their partner in case of medical emergency…” He does view his on-going life negatively in the circumstances of Hong Kong regardless of his supporting attitudes from his families. Leo, a bar tender in ‘the Lab’, also claimed that, “we cannot have the right as the heterosexuals in Hong Kong, like applying for public housings and signed the legal letter in case when our partners need an emergent operation in the hospitals. We are not demanding for legal marriage as the heterosexual couples, but we want have the same rights as them!” Another interviewee Mr. Z, a tutor from the Comparative Literature Department at the University of Hong Kong though not specifically mention the unequal rights of them in enjoying the social welfares in Hong Kong, he does think that education and more funds given to the sexuality studies are the keys to improve the homosexual lives and rights in Hong Kong in which both interviewees Mr.A and Leo agreed completely.

With regards the decriminalization law of homosexual acts, they do not please it very much but embrace certain sense of discontent. The different age of consent to have sex from the heterosexual couples still depicted a scene of discrimination on them by the government. More importantly, passing law does not mean public acceptance. From the bottom of their hearts, what they are eager for is being regarded as equal as the heterosexuals on the society despite of their sexual orientation. They want to have a society has a higher degree of acceptance of different people on the condition that each group would not bother each group but live harmoniously. To achieve this, nothing but education on a long-term basis is crucial absolutely. This objective is far more emphasized by them though proposing law is still important. 

Anyhow, it is revealed that the homosexual couples are treated differently from the heterosexual couples by the Hong Kong law. This political situation does hinder their on-going life to a certain or large extent. It is this circumstance which makes them feel depressed, pessimistic and frustrated in their relationships. Although interviewee Mr.A regards that the homosexuals also have to share the responsibilities of having themselves view adversely by the public because they seldom stand up to negotiate with or clarify to the general public for their wrong perceptions towards homosexuality and Leo does mention that the gay organizations are contributable to try to fight for their rights, it seems there emerged no determining breakthrough for them and concrete work for them to do if the Hong Kong government still keeps its aloofness towards the homosexual issue. 

Opinions from a scholar, Doctor Petula
Largely different from the opinions of the local gay men interviewees, Doctor Petula Ho owns an optimistic attitude towards the future life of homosexual people in Hong Kong. She emphasizes the homosexuals should take the initiative to say out in order to have a voice on the society. One of the possible ways for them to express their opinions is to organize cultural programs about the gay culture. Mr. Lam Yik-Wah is one of the active organizers in promoting this kind of cultural performances. From time to time, there are gay movies; gay stage performances, gay film and video festival are launched. Doctor Petula Ho considers these are good channels for the gay men to find their own identities and sense of belongings if they participate in these programs, either to act as organizers or audiences. 

Besides participating in the cultural programs, Doctor Petula Ho mentions that joining gay organizations, visiting, chatting and expressing opinions through the gay WebPages and forums by the homosexuals can flourish their life. Reflexivity and sense of companionships can be obtained. Popular gay organizations in Hong Kong are like 10% Club, Chi Heng Foundation, Horizons, Rainbow Action, Satsanga…etc. 

The natures of these gay organizations are mainly self-help, service-oriented and community-based. They tend to focus on identity-formation rather than organizing large-scale collective actions to strive for legal protection against criminalization or demanding gay rights, or practicing any confrontational political action. In addition, such gay organizations offer some commercial gay venues as a place of desire and a place of domination. They serve as meeting places for the gay people to experience their sexual liberation or create certain social and even political bonds with other men. Regardless of their recent less political, more commercialized and stratified along the line of gender, class, race, age in nature, according to Doctor Petula Ho, it is still worthwhile for the gay men to join such communities in nurturing their life and their mind in the homosexual circle. At least, sense of togetherness can be obtained. She regards the gay men should go on gathering themselves in order to remain their voices on the society. She believes that if the gay men are united together well and determined enough to fight for their own rights, they would pose certain positive challenges on the Hong Kong society though the forces may be small and temporary. 
Only the views on the Hong Kong government and the importance of education are shared similarly by Doctor Petula Ho and the three local gay men interviewees. Both parties regard the Hong Kong government does not take many initiatives on the issue of homosexuality. This official aloofness does make the life of the local gay men pessimistic. Yet, because of this aloof attitude from the government, Doctor Petula Ho keeps on insisting that the homosexuals should rely on themselves more, which is more practical in essence. For instance, long-term education on sexualities is suggested by her. She views that sexuality studies should introduce to students as early as in primary schools in teaching the appropriate perceptions and respectful attitudes towards homosexuality and homosexual people.

In brief, Doctor Petula Ho holds a positive stance towards the future life of the local homosexuals once they take on the initiatives to express their opinions and fight for their rights in spite of the limitations posed by the Hong Kong government. To achieve higher degree of public acceptance, again, nothing but education about sexualities on a long-term basis is in no doubt necessary. 

Result findings from the survey
Result findings from the two surveys, both the homosexuals and the public views towards homosexuality are used in order to act as references and to present our analysis in a more representative way. 

From the result findings of the survey with the homosexuals only, it is exposed that they share similar views towards their future life as our three local gay men interviewees. When we asked them to use one to three adjectives to describe their relationships with their partners in the future, they mostly give the words like “pessimistic”, “hopeless”, “confused”, “desperate”, and “difficult”.  In fact, they reasons for them to have such a gloomy attitude is not difficult to analyze. Firstly, the non-supporting attitude from the Hong Kong government makes their on-going life full of hindrances. As mentioned before, they cannot get into married and enjoy the social welfares as the heterosexual couples in Hong Kong. Secondly, the low level of public acceptance towards homosexuality also makes them feel being marginalized and unease. The fact of low level of public acceptance can be explained in terms of the traditional Chinese moral in the situation of Hong Kong. (For details, please refer to the chapter 2) Without surprise, these two limitations exist on our society makes the local homosexuals take a negative attitude towards their future life in Hong Kong. 

From the result findings of the survey with the non-homosexual people towards their views of homosexuality, we can find that Hong Kong people do not tend to discriminate homosexuals but still not accept homosexuality exists within their circles of closer human relationships completely. Conservative stance is still being taken by most Hong Kong people in the issue of homosexuality though certain degree of liberation is taken place. (For details, please refer to the chapter 4)

Summary and recommendation

Under this environment, it is quite appropriate to estimate that the future life of the local homosexuals is not easy if the government and the social atmosphere remained conservative attitude towards homosexuality. However, the condition is not totally pessimistic and each group should work hard on improving the current situation so that negative social segregation on our society is minimized. On the homosexual level, there exist plenty of gay organizations for both homosexuals and those pro-homosexuality parties to join and work with; thousands of internet homosexual forums can act as platforms for communications and expressions of opinions. Occasional gay cultural performances can be taken part by them, either to be the organizers or the audiences are fruitful. Lots of these channels are available for the gay men and it is highly recommended for them to participate if they really want to voice out their opinions on our society.

On the heterosexual level or as the majority, respectfulness towards the homosexuals must be embraced. It is suggested that the mass media, one of the big channels in shaping images of homosexuals, should minimize the creation of stereotypical images of homosexuals and projection of negative perception towards homosexuality. All these are important in alleviating the invisible social pressures on and for the sake of goodness of the on-going life of the homosexuals in Hong Kong. On the government level, it is advised that she should show its concern towards issue of homosexuality and listen to their opinions instead of keeping aloofness. School curriculum on sexualities should be embedded so that our next generation would perceive more appropriate attitudes to others’ sexual preference. 
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Social Perspective �
Historical perspective �
�
To reveal the problems of the homosexuals (the minority) in Hong Kong society





To explore the misconceptions and misunderstanding shared by the majority, which we say here the heterosexuals.








To evaluate the degree of civilization of Hong Kong society in respecting gay community


�
Trace and discuss the development of decriminalization of homosexual acts in Hong Kong.





Describe the supporting and opposing views of Hong Kong society.





Discuss the on-going development of gay-community as a civic society.
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Data Collection


Primary data (Interviews, survey, newspapers, magazines, periodicals.)


Secondary and Tertiary data (Books, theses, autobiographies, journals)





Data Analysis


Interview analysis (e.g the Interview report)


Survey data analysis


Other primary, secondary, and tertiary sources and materials analysis
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