
[image: image1.wmf]
P.O Box 5112

Williamsburg, VA 23185

www.wm.edu/environment/FOPC/FOPC.html
2005 ANNUAL REPORT


This past year has been a roller-coaster ride for the Friends organization.  In spring, 2005, we hit a new high in watershed education with canoe trips down Powhatan Creek and hikes on Greensprings Trail 


Our advocacy for Better Site Design and Low Impact Design (LID) principles helped set the bar higher for proposed developments coming before the JCC Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors.


The Friends continued support of the implementation of the Powhatan Creek Watershed Management Plan, first adopted by the Board of Supervisors in February, 2002.  JCC Environmental Staff, Scott Thomas and Mike Woolson provided us with detailed reports of work on Resource Protection Delineation and Special Stormwater Criteria.  We offer them our thanks for their efforts on behalf of our watershed.


In autumn, we hit a low with the sudden departure of our hard-working president our environmental educator, and two talented board members.  With just two working board members juggling grant writing, the website, development monitoring, advocacy, education, water testing, and outreach, the very existence of the Friends organization became threatened.  Could we hang on?


After much soul-searching and help from new and old Friends, we began to recover.  Now we are halfway through 2006 and our roller coaster car is riding high again.  We’re still the credible, committed voice in support of conservation and preservation of our natural heritage.  This year finds the Friends closely involved with development policy reform and updating the 2008 Comprehensive Plan.  Much needs to be done as much is at stake.


We are full of excitement, anticipation, and yes, hope that these two initiatives will move our stewardship goals forward.  Mounting any sustained effort to implement change takes dedication and involvement.  We need people, time, and money in that order.  With people giving time, we can do wonders for our watershed and community.  Won’t you join us? 
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