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November 3, 2006

Dear Chairman Fraley and Members of the Planning Commission:

Re: Rezoning 5-06, New Town Sections 7 & 8


The Friends of Powhatan Creek Watershed are requesting that you deny the rezoning application before you on November 6.  Below are brief descriptions of our objections.

· We object to the denial of the public’s right to know relative to this case. 

 We were unable to access or purchase a copy of this site plan until Friday afternoon, November 6.  We have had no time to study this application.  When we requested a copy, we were told that “copies are tough to come by” and that there were no real concerns with the exception of the Community Character Issue.  We strongly disagree.


If the Daily Press had not published an article about the small whorled pagonia, we would never have known that issues regarding its protection remain.  County staff assured us that all was well with the environmental components of this application. We strongly disagree.

· We object to the County’s failure to honor their agreement with the Division of Natural Heritage.

 The DNH was told by the applicant’s consultant that everything was going along smoothly re: the pagonia preserve.  We strongly disagree.

· We object to the inadequate stormwater plan for this development.


How much of this development is impervious cover?   What protections are built in to prevent stream “blowout”?   We believe the outfalls are completely inadequate.   If we are to believe the master planners, New Town will be 54% impervious cover when completed.  Where is the water going?   Where is the science behind the SSC?   We strongly disagree with the this stormwater management plan.

· We object to a lack of any proffer for stream restoration in this application.


Other applicant’s have willingly proffered funds for restoration.  Where are they here?


 We object to the lack of an adequate upland slope drainage plan for the pagonia.


We know that the applicant refuses to provide adequate upland slope drainage because he will be unable to put the road in the area in the rear of the property.  Initially, we were led to believe that the 8 or 9 acres being left for the pagonia was adequate.  After talking with the experts, we strongly disagree.

· We object to the County’s ignoring the priorities of the Powhatan Creek Watershed Management Plan.  
Just because New Town was taken out of Priority 11 when the BOS reinstated it, doesn’t mean that it shouldn’t be implemented.  All priorities of the Plan must be applied fairly and consistently for all rezoning applications.  There is no grandfather clause that should be applied in this case.

· We object to the lack of Low Impact Design elements in the application. 

 The County has raised the bar for rezonings such as Mason Park.  Where are the LID’s here?

· We object to houses being built directly adjacent to a pagonia preserve.

No one knows the effect this will have on the pagonia population.  How will deforestation effect the pagonia population? There is no data to support the survival ability of this plant so close to “civillizatin”. This flower cannot be transplanted.  It is very sensitive to any changes in hydrology.  We know individual pagonia populations have already been extirpated in sections of New Town.  Are we to destroy the colony as well?


We object to any lessening of buffer for the Community Character Corridor. 


The applicant has not shown adequate reasons why he should be granted a waiver.


In our discussions with the consultant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Division we were told emphatically that “the amount of the proposed buffer is inadequate to protect the pagonia in perpetuity”.  


  If we ignore the experts and use faulty science for our decisions, we simply throw away our natural resources.  As the old adage says “Extinct is forever”.  Please deny this rezoning.

Sincerely, 

The Board of Directors of FOPCW

Ann J. Hewitt

John Schmerfeld

Kensett Teller

Bill Hewitt

Boots Johnson
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