Virginia’s Wildlife Action Plan

We have some exciting news to share with you!  Virginia is embarking on a process to expand its powerful wildlife conservation tool – Virginia’s Wildlife Action Plan – to address climate change impacts on the state’s wildlife and habitats.  As you know, this action plan was developed through a partnership of scientists, sportsmen, birders, and other conservationists.  Because the Wildlife Action Plan is a driving force for wildlife conservation efforts in Virginia, we feel this will be the best way to help Virginia’s wildlife adapt to climate change. 

In 2000, the Teaming with Wildlife Coalition helped pass national legislation to create the State Wildlife Grants Program.  In the years since its inception, this program has distributed over $439.8 million federal dollars to the states.  Virginia’s approximately $8.9 million portion has gone to highly successful on-the-ground conservation programs that have benefited both wildlife and people.  For example, the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries was able to purchase a piece of land (Cavalier track), important for many Species of Greatest Conservation Need, near the Great Dismal Swamp.  This effort represents a multi-partner conservation effort to protect important species and provide hunting, fishing, and bird watching opportunities.  To protect these conservation investments, it is imperative for Virginia to consider the effects climate change will have on the state’s natural resources.

Currently, federal officials are debating how to protect wildlife and natural resources from the negative effects of climate change.  Future climate change legislation will likely include funding provisions for state fish and wildlife agencies and generate millions of dollars for wildlife conservation in Virginia.  Virginia’s Wildlife Action Plan, a comprehensive blueprint for protecting the state’s wildlife and habitats, will be a cost-effective and efficient tool for putting this money to work and dealing with the impacts of climate change on natural resources.  

To take advantage of this new federal funding opportunity, the Teaming with Wildlife Coalition is kicking off a new campaign to secure this adequate, long-term funding for wildlife conservation.  The Coalition also is enlisting support of Virginians for updating the Wildlife Action Plan to identify and help address climate change issues.  Your continued help and support will be critically important as we enter this new phase of implementation.

Please update your contact information on the attached sheet and let us know if there are other organizations you belong to who would like to join the Teaming with Wildlife Coalition.  Working together, we can conserve Virginia’s wildlife and vital natural areas for future generations!

