
Detectives Log: First Days of School Desegregation 
 

 Whose “voice” do you hear in 
the document? 

What is the date of 
the document? 

What school is this 
person talking about?  
Where is it located? 

Describe the first day of school desegregation according 
to this person? Cite phrases from the document. 
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1. Whose voices were missing in this investigation?  Whose experiences have gone unaccounted? 
Who else would you like to “hear” from? In what ways does this limit your historical 
interpretation? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Choose one of the individuals you listened to during this investigation.  What additional 
questions do you have for this person?  Come up with a list follow up questions you might ask 
the individuals who experienced these historic events. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. How do you define oral history?  To what extent is the use of oral history as documentary 

evidence limited? What sources could you use to corroborate these accounts? 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


