pawerfnl men of today can'’t sip bim, who
is going to? It’s like. water on high grasw:
{iret one drop eomes tod then mother, and
thens it begins to have an effect and it flows
Ibrough the fickds and woods, Jeaving
traces. Haider, 100, leaves his traces.

Were that mat not in this country. and
were people pot Lo ks commenis tike
“Germany belengs 1w the Germans, ™ then
things would surely be different for (he gyp-
sies. Where did the Germans themselves
come from originally, anyway? Why den't
they ask themselves Lhal or look it up?

KR: Do you feei that there is a generalion
of Row: coming up thal wiil defend their
avil nghts voealty?

CS8: Yes. it is already there. When | speak
0 my children and the children of my
friends, 1 feel that they wouid like o cater
the public sphere—io talk, 10 sing, to wke
partin 2l aspeets of life. But then 1 2lse
sense Lheir fear that when they give away

» their secrel. they'H be helpless. they won't
be able 1o keep their jobs. Many Austrian
Roem are public employees—obus-drivers,
condugtors—and caution ieils them, “Better
nal say anything, hide euL” Only the slae
<an take that fear away, by giving peophe a
sense of securily that they have the nght to
l1ve in this country. Ry

Living down to expectations

by Joanne M. Braxton and Julia K. Brazelton

SchooiGirls, by Peggy Orenstein. New York: Doubleday, 1994, 335 pp., §23.50 bardcover.
Falling at Fairness: How Amerlea's Schools Cheat Girls, by Myra and David Sadker. New
York: Charles Scribnier’s Sons, 1994, 347 pp., $22.00 hardcover,

“Trick or wear, wrick or treat
Give me something good to ear,
I you don, | don't care,

Pl pull down your underwesr.™

TANEXCLUSIVE VIAGINLA preschool we
Aknow of, the boys' soccer team used
Lhis riyme 10 taunt their fowr- and
five-yearold female peers. The teachers
Presend excused the inexcusable with the
tred and outworn cliché, “Ch they're just
chitdren. Boys will be boys.” And by o
saymg, they did their pan to make it so,
without thinking ef those preschood girls, ter-
rificd of kaving wheir underwear pulled down
by a group of rowdy bovs who received the
loyal support, if not the encouragement, of
their smiting teachers.
SchoolGirls and Failing at Fairness make
clear that this seemuingiy “harmiess™ episode
fits into 2 system where giri children are
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NEW NOVEL

Charming,
witty,
and funny
fale of
everyday life in
the lesbian

" humorous and sexually explicit first novel
—Publishers Weekly
51095 paperback ISBN: 1-878533-15-)

reommunity

-

Captivating adventure tale of
Amazon warriors ... Totally entertaining

NEW HISTORICAL NOVEL

“A classic heroic saga of the women-
loving Amazons...Filled with glory &
defeat, brave deeds & betrayal, in-
trigue, jealousy, sex & love...
During the time of the Trojan
Wars”—Marilyn Murphy,
author & lesbian columnist

$15.55 401 pp., paperback, ISBN: 1-878533-12-6
Order with your
g aredit card today from
Clothespin Fever Press
1- 800-231-8624
Clothespin Fever Press 10393 Spur Court, La Mesa, CA 91941-7068
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Laught 10 accommodate sexus] mumidation
and gender discrimination from the earliest
Frescheol years. That sccommodation trans-
lates into many forms of pedagogical dis-
crimination, including less classroom atee-
tion and aflinmation for sven the mast gifted
girls. “If the cure for cancer 1s forming in the
mind of one of our daughiers,” write Myra
and David Sadker in Fatling ai Fairness, “it
15 less likely 10 bocome a realify then if it is
forming in the mind of one of cur sang Uniil
this changes, everybody loses.”

These books re must reads for educarors
at ali levels, from kinderganen through
graduate and professional school; for parents
of schooi-age children and adolescents; espe-
cially for girls, and for any woman who has
ever wondered “Am [ just imagtning things?”
Both books were inspired by the 1993 repon
Heow Schools Shortchange Girls: A Study of
Major Findings on Girls and Education,
which was funded by the aAUW Educational
Foundation and researched by (he Wellesley
Cotlege Center for Research on Women The
new malenal in SchooeiGirls is largely anec-
dotal. based on Peggy Orenstein’s observa-
tons in two Califomia muddle schools. Fuil-
ing af Fairness compiles research from many
studies and covers ¢verything from teacher
alizmtion o sexual harasstnent. Yet differemt
1$ they are, both bolster the aaLw repon's
findings.

SchooiGirls relies  heavily on How
Schools Sherichange Girls as background,
Peggy Orenstein writes:

The results confirmed something that

miny women already knew 100 well.

For a girl, the passage wnto adolescence

1$ 5ol fust marked by menarche or a

few new curves. It is marked by a loss

of confidencs in herself and her

abilities, 2spacially in math 1nd

ssience. It is marged by a scathingly

entical aititude toward her body and a

blessoming sense of personai inade-

quacy. (p.xvi)
Deeply wroubled by the astw’s findings,
Crensiein began obsarving gender relations
in'two Northern Californiz middle schoals:
Weston, an gverwhelmingly while schoo
“with 2 reputalion for excellence™ and
Audubon, 1 school serving a brleagueres.

mostdy non-white urban community, Work-
" ing with 2 fist of names submilied by prin-

cipals, counselors and icachers, she mter-
viewed smail groups of girls before namow-
g the field to nine subjests whom she fol-
towed during the 19921593 school year, [t is
cye-opemng 1o read about the lives of these
seif-svowed [eminist participanis, whose
sell-esteem was decimated over the course of
Lhe study.

All of the girls saw their gender as o
liability. When questioned about what they
thought were positive aspects of being
fernale, they responded with answers such as,
“Nothing, really. All Xinds of bad things hap-
pem te gurls, like geuing your period. Or get-
ling pregnant.”

According 1o Orenstein. “Notions of
‘femininity” 2nd *body' are deeply eniwined
with sexuahity; and. indeed, the militarisiic
zonirel exerted over hunger 15 inexiricabie

From that which they Fgirls] exert over sexnal
desire,” She traces a year in the fife of 4 new
student, Lisa, who is indeed overweight
Lisa felt like she had 2 contagions disease
because everyone seemed sfraid 1o talk 1o
her. Her standardized test scores placed het
in the 10p quartile, yet her gredes wers below
averzge, Orenstein wriles: "“Lis equazes
thinneas with success and intelligence; 1s a
fat girl, she sces failure as inevitabie.™ Lisa
soughl aceeplance and received rejection 41
every tur By the middle of the year, she
hai setlesd into 4 clique she herself classified
as the “logers,”

An ¢ighth-grade girl at Weston, Jeanie,
endured enidless taunts aboul the size of her
breasts. Uniil one of the boys in her gym ciass
grabbed her breasts, she remuained silent, The
principal was cutraged that this and similar
instances of heckling and grabbing of breasis,
buttacks and ¢redches went unreportad and
unpunished. But when she wied 1o enforce
sexual harassment laws and policies in her
own school. she was atiacied by parents for
"failing to protect the boys” and wltimately
reprimanded by the school board supeninien-
dent. Forced 1o retreat, she no longer enforces
sexual harassment policy. In het words, she
[eels “burned and gun-shy™; "Theres just the
law, no way to carry it out., And [ gusss,
looking back, | wouldn't ry something like
this agamn.™

When Orenstewrr discussed the sexuai
harassment ailegations with the boy who
fondled Jeanie's bragsis, he commented: *{

"don’t remember doing i, but maybe 1 did

All the guys do hal stuff, it's no big deal.
The girls don’t mind. [ mean, they don’t do
anything abou: i. ['d beat the crap out of
somecne U they touched me like that But
giris are differens, they den't really de any-
thing, so [ guess u’s okay 1o do.” Orensiein
wriles:

Middle<lass ind affivent gitis tend to
ool sexual harassmenl as incvitablo.
And why not? The sexusi 1easing,
stalking, and grabbing merely rein-
forees oiher, mors subte lessons. [t
reminds therns that they are defined by
their bodies: 1t underscoees their lack
of satilernent in the classroom (in facy,
the harassment frequently happens i
the classroomy); it confirms their belie!
that boys * seauality is uncontrolable
%hile their own must remain in check.
{go.116-11D

While most of the siories Orensien
recounts are unsetiling and even disturbing,
others are positively horndying. For instance,

Latinas, whese self¢sioem is repomedly. ¢

lowest of all girls, accopl rape 15 the in-
evitable first sexual meounicr—and in some
cases, Whe ondy kind of sexual encounter im-
aginabte:

“Guys get in the mood and they want
1o have sex.” {Marna) explains. “For
giris, it's more if the guy wants it and
sie wants (o let him And you don't
kmow, you can think you love ¥ guy,
but then he forces you o da it Men
stink.”

I ask ber why, if the men she knows
are 5o disteputable, she wanis 1o be
with them at all.

“Betduse guys protect you from the
other guys,” she says simply.

“Ouys may protect you from other
guys,” { respond. “bul who protects
you from the protecior?” {p. 2405}
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The sexual double standerd ix mppwrent in
siories wld by white school girls as well, “The
girls themselves paricipate in the dynamic,
shumming sexually sctive girls, but excusing
male behaviar by saying, 'Boys ecly think
wilh their dicks.'™ This duality holds that a
boy camot bo capecied Lo siop when be
wanls sex; iosledd, it's up to the gid to ignore
her own scxual desires, fisien 1o her mind and
sy “po.” Sexwlly active boys ars “studs.”
while (he girls are “stuts™ or “whorea”

Reading page iter page of SchoolGirle,
e fernale reader fesls powericss: sonies of
real children cusrage us. [n sturmed disbelief,
we wonder how dedicaied educators, par-
licwarly wormen, contings Lo el our gird
children and students wish stapdards and ex-
pectations that wiimately lead o second-
class citizemship. While Orensizin does pol
present am alicn agenda for changing the
meatment of girls, b&r bock provides a
resounding confirmation of “something that
many women already knew 0o well.”

AT FAJRNEST COTLAINS itS 0WT: shure
F of dismrbing stories. But it also m-
cludes vau references 1o zcademic re-

scarch conducted by its authors and others
over the lass thirty years, The stauistics cited
are ofien shocking: 5o shocking, in fact, that
many conmeniaton have quesucued them
Yer the gheer number and variety of studies
discussed in Failing ar Fairness are per-
suasive. For that reason alone, we ind it 1
more ysefui book than SchoolGirls—esspe-
cizlly when it comes lo the nitty-gritty
specilics of classToom interacuon.

Myrz and David Sadker have conducted
school studies laalmg 4s long as three years;
they have obwrved and placed trained
“raters™ in ¢lassrooms of fourth-, fifth-. sixth-
and sighth-graders. The Glasstoom popuia-
tions ranged from ali black 10 all white md
racially mized, from rural 1o uban and
decidedly suburban and upper-mddle-clagy
The Sadkers conciude thar “for every pirl
who succesds, too many fail or live down w
expeociations or scitic for second best ™ They
note, too, thet while sexistn harms guis W
schoois, it i3 1 double-edged sword that
damages boys as weil. Yer male children are
vested in the status quo; there are few incen-
tives for boys to chalienge the existing order;
they may be punished for playing with giris,
for crying, of even {or weanng a pasiel shirt
“Schools tha f2i] at hirdess,” according 1o
the Sadkers, "deny noys 2 wide range of op-
Lend and prepare girls for poverty.”

Because it covers so much ground, Faddl-
ing at Fairness may appear overiy anecdotal
al first giance. Yet 18 one contnues reading,
us$ many threads come together and take on
power. In the first chapter. “Hidden Les-
sons.” the Sadkers desenbe a “lemfy-
ng...cumeitum of sexist school iessons be-

coming secret mind games played against
femnale children....” Afier two docades of 1e-
scarch grands and thousands of hours of class-
room obsarvalions, thoy Tmain “amazed at
the sbbom permistence of these hidden
sexis lessons,” which are ofis anbeddad in
teacher-siudent interactions in the ¢lassroom.

Al al} grade levels, male ttudents have
maore interection with teachers than female
studenty. Whether (he teacher is black or
white, male or female, the patiern is the same.
The Sadkers identify four types of lzacher
Texclions: praise (positive rexcticns o 3
susderit's comrnent of work), criticism (ex-
plicit staternenis that an answer is incorrect)y
remedistion (heiping students © correct or
improve their respomsesy and accepuoncs
{oref ackpowledgmenis thal m wswer is
correct, such as “uh-hub” and “okay™), They
found that praise constituted only len percent
and criticism five percent of wacher reactions
in their snudies; indead, boys received much
maxe of the far commoner toachar response,
remedistian, a3 well as move praise than giris.
Finally, giris gemeradly roceived the com-
monest respanse of all, acceplance~~or what
the Sadkers call “the move muperficial 'Okay’
rmachon, one 1S packs far less educetionat
punch.” Sex segregation contributes 1o this
problem: most classrooms are sex-segre-
gated, and leachers gravitale to the more
talkalive, more disruptive male sections,
where they spend more of their time and
auention.

When teachers criticize smudents, they
trear poys and grls differenty. In the case of
boye, they often include suggesions thal sof-
tew the blow, while affirming twewr beiie! in
the child"s abiliry: ~1 know you ¢in get o if
you just tum off that TV and seudy 1 tiwde
mare.” But when girls’

academic performance is inadequats,
they we lold, “{'m aitaid you didn't do
100 welt on thal math st Missing is
[that] vote of confidence, the aliribu-
tien to effort, the suggestion thal girls
have the brain power and ¢an do it if
they try a lile more....

Children prck up on these subue
cues and internalize the attitudes of
adults.... { When the boysj receive a
low Lest grade, they don't think it's be-
cause they’re stupid: “Ican't believe
it,” they say, “f guess { studied the
wrong stufl. T should have done beter
than this.” (p.96)

“Shon-cireuiting,”  anothar  classoom
problem, begins early, as early 23 preschool.
Teachers lend 1o give “boys extended direc-
uens on how to accomplish tasks for them-
seives.” Yel in some studies they were “less
‘ikely to offer expiananons and directtons as
to how to do things™ 1o girls. Instead they do
*hings for girls.

The logical remady is that teschers need 1o
specad mare i showing girls bow to per-
form phywical tasks in the classroom, -
on experiments, as well as o the more tech-
nical sspects of housekeeping frequotly as-
signed 1o boys—iuch a8 foading and unload-
ing the VCR.

Unfartmately, the unconscious bebavior
of teachers is reflected and reinforved by
children, What the Sadkers call “gender in-
teosifiers™ include “anack play.” in which
boys imvade the area assigned to gizls, all the
while exclnding girls from the play weas
wssigned o boys, thareby sending the mes-
sage that girls wren’t good encugh [0 play
with themt, Boys who sit nextto girls in infor-
maily ssgregaied classrooms and lunch-
tooms, they observe, “are he ones most like-
Iy to be rejecied by their male classmates.” A
stadent al Asnerican University remambers
his Brooklyn school lunchroom: “There wis
no greater social embarresament for 2 boy in
the very hisrarchica; sysiem we bad setup in
our giass than [0 have to sit on [he girls’ side
at hmch.... To this day, tweniy years later, T
remember that lunch. [1 was borrible.”

school years. In a tater chapter, “Higk

School: In Search of Hersell,” the
Sadkers descripe how they challenged stu-
dents in an honors hisiory class “in 1 ¢om-
petitive high school™ w0 name “twenty
famous 1L.S. women from the past of
presem” in a five-munuie period. The list
couidn't include spors figures, enlertaineys,
or presidents’ wives who weren't famous in
their own nght. Al first, the studenss (both
girly and boys) were insulled by the Sackers’
challenge, confident i their individual
abilities to complete 4 list of twerzy names.
But not one child could name iwenty
Wwomen, Of TURleen WOmeEn, Of SEVEnien
women, for that matier. A single Asian
American completed a list of sixtesn names.
After this girl finished reading her list, the
Sadkers asked, “Why do you think you had
so much rouble naming women?”

“Woemen didn't ¢o anything,” a boy
says.

“Nothing?" we probs.

“Cooking.” “Cleaning.” “Having
babics,” Boys ¢all ol from arosnd
the room. Cmie male student offers
the foilowing definitive siatemeni:
“From the dawn of human times 1o al-
most tie present day women have
been irrelevant in histery, They have
been on the sidelines. Except for the
suffrage movernent they haven't
done anyihing. | don’t mean 1o upsel
people, it just happens 1o be the
. ip.129)

szsz FROBLEMS CONTINUE in the high

Eocking sround the clusroom, the Swdkers
waked the shidents to cown the figurss ropre-
sentad in pictures on the walls aroemd thern:
Here they found more thm fuwes hundred
mem bt caly eleven women Pocabonins,
Harviet Tubman and Sojoumner Truth were
marginalyy displayed s “Multioalooal
Hepoes.”

The Sadkers then displayed books about
girls and women, incloding uistanding
scientists like Barbara MeClintock After
class, ore girl said, “I'm very gled Lo kmow
thix.... ] hardly kmow amy farmous women, md
it makes me feel bad, as though I can't do
amything. [ like science, but this i the first
tirne I've seen books about women scien-
lisis.™ She bosrowed the book abowt M-
Clintock.

The most biased teaching of ali iakes
place "where (he instruciors weo the most
credentizled and the students the st
capable.” "When we anaiyzed the data,” the
Sadiers write, “we discovered howr hidden
lessams, rooted in clemeniary sehool and ex-
acerbated in high schoot, emerged full-blown
in the college classroom.™ Women in coliege
classrooms “neuiralized the pawer of their
owm specch” by qualifying their respansss to
teachers with phrises such as, “I'm not sure
if this is what you wmt but.." or “This
probably isn't right but..” In & series of
studies beginning in 1973 nd lasting over 3
period of twenry years, \he Sadkets observed
these “self-put-downs™ in class after ¢lass.
An awerencss of this phepomenon has led
many teachers to discourage sheir studenis
from apoiogizing for their responses in ad-
vance and to make 1 deliberate attermpt to
create a classroom atmospirde where sti-
denis know that avery answer doesn’thave 1o
be perfect.

As the Sadkers write, *While boys stand
oul, girls blend in, do Lheir work, wait their
. and become Uie supponting cast”™; they
succumb e what might be called the cheer-
leader syndrame. Boys know they are the
entilled gender when they arrive at school,
ard they take sdvantage of their sifus by
deciding which it the best lunchroom tabie
and taking it. by ¢laiming the school yard 13
their own during recess, by verbally smd
physically harassing girls—behavior boys
uniformly agres they would not tolerate if
they were om the receiving end. Perhaps most
disturbing is the predictable responss o the
question, “What i you were born the other
sex?" Boys are repulsed, while giris see only
advantages,

Read these boaks. Give them Lo your ica-
demic colleagues, your children’s lcachars
and principals, 1o anyone you want Lo expose
10 feminis: views oneducation. The child you
smpower might be the one to discover 3 cure
‘or cancet; in 2 very teal sense, the life you
save could be your own. ¢
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