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racing
slaves’

roots

| At W&M, scholars
review ocean of data

By Wil Melineug
Dady Preas

WILLIAMEBURG

An intornational community
of scholers here st & weekend
conference studying all aspects
of the transatlantic slave trade
got 2 peek Bt an lncredible
emount of nowily agsembled
information — a computarized
detabase of 27,233 slave voyages.

The information, ta be pub-
lishad in November op CDL.ROM

by Cambridge University Press, -

is the largest compilation of raw
$ats ever made regarding the
shipment of sleves from Africato
the Amaricas between 1588 and
1887. The CD-ROM was pre:
viowed during the conferencs on
“Transatiantic Slaving and the
African Disspora® at Colonial
Williamsburg over the weekend.

it had been generally estimat-

&g that 10.5 mitlion captured pae- -

sons wars tPansported (o Euto-
pean folonies.in North and South
Americe during those thrés cen-
turies. A precise number may
naver be tabulated, but inltial
readings of the computerized
data confirm previous cs{tmates

that 12 milllon adults and chil-

dren were shipped from Africa
and that 10.5 million arrived,
The number of persons hald
in bondage who dled during
weoks-long passages acrost the
Atlentic is well over & million, I
the 18th century, when Great
Britain and other Buropesn
nations outlewed slavery, some
slave ships warc Interdictsd at ses
and sent back to Africe. Some
ships were lost in sterms bt ses.
f¢ i3 beligved thet twosthirds of
sl shipments of African slaves
ever madg are represented inthe
database. Full documentation on
‘ the departure and arrival of gpe-

cific veyaget is availsble, how. .

ever, for only about 5,000 ship
passages.
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The dats on tha glave {rade ==
ane of the largest and the mos!
significant migrations of humén
beings ~ Is & compilation of years
of research by dedienied scholars
ins the United States, Canada and
Creat Dritaln, who porad over ali
known documentary records of
trade shtg: gent out by the Por-
tuguess, Franch, Spanlth, Dulch
and English. The work was done
undor the auspices of the W.E.B.
Du Baiz Institute of Afro-Ameri-
ean and Africon Studier st Haee
vard Unlversity end is common.
ty refarred (0 es the Du Bois

- Datoset,

Joseph Miller of the Universi-
ty of Virginla, who gave more
than 700 scholars here an
overview of the Du Bois Dataser,
celled the information "a won-
dertul gift™ that reprosents for
scholara "a wonderful opportund-
ty" for refined study of varipus
specific aspacts of this migration
— g {orced migration that. until
1830, wes far lerger than the
European colonization of the

- Amariess, snd & migration that,

unttl now; has not seceived the
scholrrly attention il merite.
Joanne Brexton of The College
of Willtam and Mary-sald the
relesss of the Du Baig Datasct ©18
a time of ealebratlon® for schol.

“mes whe will now be able to

expend ong diverslly their worl,
which will Became more sophis
ticated. :
- patrick Manaing of Nerth.
western Unlverslty and others at
the conferenca noted that infor-
mation storsd in tho datases will
betsbuinted and enalyzed by his-
torinne snd othar scholars for
years to come, Bernard Ballyn af
Harvard Hkened lts use to thet of
& telsecope by astronomars, calle
ing {t “4 Hubbls teloscope to the
paet.” And minutes fater David
Brion Davis.of Yale clisracterized
the Du Bols Dataset as "ppening
an endless galexy of quastions i
be angwered.” .

The dataset will bs vsed by

"anthropoiogista, archseologlats,

art historians, musicologists, sooi-
olagists, sconomists, and
scholarg in innumerable other dis-
ciplines, ag well 85 novellats.

The dateset will yisld all sontg

of empirical Infarmation on which
scholars eaf forvulats mors com-

jete and aecurate undarstands.

ngs of the function and
econorial of tha slave trede,

which have internationel Impile-

cations and socistsl reverbera.
tions gtill fait today. As Coiln
Patmor of the Clty University of

Mew Yark put It: “Now there will
be no excuse (o write nonsenss,”
meening no rezson for historiens
to rerive &t unsubstantisted con-
elustons about the transatisntie
glave trade,

One of the four scholars who
eglited the Dy Bols Dataset, Her
bert $zin of Columbia Universi-
ty, said in an {nterview that he
waz “ploased and not surprised”
that en lnitial zeading of the
datssst supports peeviousty
rvived-ot setimates of the volume
of slave traffic, & subjecy that, neve
arihelese, remeins open to debate
among some historians, Kieln and
othee scholars cautioned that tha
Du Bols Dataset will be of scant
use tor geneslogisis, bocausa no
names of slaves were kept. A sep-
grate dstabase of Louisiana
Haves, compilod by Gwendalyn
Midlo Hall of Rutgers Universily,
doos list 82,000 glaves by namo.

> The Du Bojs Datesel does,
however, contribiie to the knowl
edga of the numbar of persons,
by gender and sge, whe werg

. transported from specitic ports

alnn,E the west Africean coast (0
Caribbesn iztands and poris in
North and South America, The
datazet also includes information
on tima of pessege, mortalily at

- ges, composition of crews man-

ning siava ships, density of cargo,
prices peid for siaves. In &l (he
dataset has information listed {n
A28 felds, . . - 7

Another of the compllars,
David Biils of Queens University,
sssured the conferass tiaf the

- CD-ROM is "uset friendly.” A

demonstration of its use wag pre
sonted Saturday. : -
" In general, the 17 scademics
who dellverod papers st the throe:

-day conference — sponsorced by

the Du Bois Institute snd the
Omohundro institute of Early
Amerlean History and Culture ==
exhiblied an excitement at hav
ing prapublication access 10 the
dateset and volesd caution regard-

Ing hastily-mada interpretations.
‘Scholsrs at the corferencs, held

15 the Bruton Halghts School Edu-
cetion Center st Colonisl
Willlamshurg, wers unsnimous in
gtating that “morn work needs to
be dons” regarding all sssess-

@ments and conclusiong of the -

sisve trade reached 80 far. Many

ks of the need {or scholarz to
take & holistle view of slavery,
What metters, Bernard Bailyn
seld in surmary, Is thet the Db
Bois Dataget be ugsd — elong
with historie memory — (@ leam
“Hiow people Hved *

Asmong the complex and ofien
sensitive toples that intrigue
sehiolers, whoss papers ware sub-
Jeet 10 chullenge and debate, afG

& The construction and modi-
fication of ships usod in the sleva.
tezde, A cargo of 330 is oftan con-
sidered about averago,

8 The ratio of craw members
to perzons transporied.

B 'The ratin of pareons as cargo
and tha tonnage of ships.

& The profitabllity of the slave
trade. )

#The numbers of ileves who
dizg during capture, while belng
teantported slong the Afelean
eonst, whils at sea in the “Middla
Pazsage” and while becoming
acclimated 10 enslavement In the
Hew World., One scholar,
Stephanie Smallwood of the Uni-
versity of Californis &t San Disgo,
supgested the Dy Bols data indi-

‘eaten “surprising new informe-
““tion” lo chalienge the sssumption
shat denth al sea was 8 dail

event, = LT e

75t @ The willingness of African
stavaes to pol} femalas snd the inl-
tisl desire among Buropean
‘elavars to securs man, sithough
they egraed to purchaes Women
to wark, slongsids mon, {n the
fields of Indigo, sugar, colfee and
tebacco plantations, =3 -

= @ The resistance of Africans "

ensisvement, their gcis of rebel-
ljon and Incidents of ascape.
David Richapdson of the Univer-
gity of Hull reported that there aro
410 docurnented casat of slave
revolte and attacks on slave shipe

-:; (rom the African shore. [t Is esti-

matod that vislent aets of resise

tence took piace durlng one of

svery 10 voyages and that the

Incident fate was spt to be higher

on ships carrying a higher psr-
- eantage of females. -

& The participetion of Africans
in the slava teade,

@ The resistance of slaves to
give up native traditions, cusioms
and spirituad bellefs, -~~~

& Tho melding by communitios
of slaves of different Afrcan trae
dlttons, customs and spiritual
baliefz, . ;

@ The patterne of domastic
chores sssumed by men aad
women bafore enslavement and
the ssslgnment; of. work in
bhondege. g0

& The impaet of the slave trade

on sleveowners. -
@ The impact of the slave trade

an Afrieans, both those who |

remainod in Africa and these wha
were transported to the Americ

&E.

& The study of raglsm, oF, 85
suggested by one historien; "How
do we face up 16 2 truly profound
historic evil?”

W Molinoux can be repchied 8l
2474627 or by e-mall al
winelinauxdaliyprass com
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