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PRESS RELEASE

John T Spike Named Distinguished Scholar in Residence at the College of William & Mary
Renowned Art Historian to Deliver Public Lectures; Teach Connoisseurship and Museum Studies at the Muscarelle Museum of Art 
October 5, 2010
WILLIAMSBURG –Dr. Aaron De Groft, Director of the Muscarelle Museum of Art at the College of William & Mary, today announced the appointment of Dr. John T. Spike as Distinguished Scholar in Residence for 2011.   Author of important books on Michelangelo and Caravaggio, Spike is internationally recognized as one of the most influential art historians working in museums and academia today.  Currently on the graduate faculty of the European University in Rome in conjunction with the Regina Apostolorum, and designated Expert on Cultural Patrimony for the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France, Spike has lived and worked in Florence, Italy, since 1989.   
"A dynamic curator and teacher, John’s fresh insights and profound scholarship have opened new vistas in art history, removing the barriers between Renaissance and contemporary studies and underscoring their shared foundations," said De Groft. "As Distinguished Scholar in Residence, John is deepening his friendship with our College, which began with his appointment to the Muscarelle Museum Board of Directors in 2006.  Our students and docents already know and love him.”   
Spike’s residence will cover the spring and fall semesters of 2011, working closely with the Director and Muscarelle staff on the final stages of preparation and research for a major exhibition of Renaissance and Baroque paintings that will open at the end of the year.  “John’s knowledge was instrumental to the huge success of our Michelangelo drawings show, which was reviewed in the Wall Street Journal,” said De Groft.   
During each semester, Spike will lead an undergraduate seminar on museums, including exhibition research and connoisseurship.  Commenting on the appointment, Charles Palermo, Art History Chair at the College of William & Mary, said, “Guided by a world expert, our students will come into the Museum to see behind the scenes how an important exhibition is organized, catalogued and brought to fruition.” 
Aaron De Groft also announced today that the Muscarelle Museum, again in conjunction with the Department of Art & Art History, has invited Dr. Spike to present a series of six Distinguished-Scholar-in-Residence Lectures in 2011.  The subject of the first Lecture will be “Caravaggio and Shakespeare,” which will take place on February 17, 2011.  The series will continue with lectures scheduled on the third Thursday of March, April, September, October, and November.  
Born in New York City in 1951, Spike graduated from Wesleyan University in 1973.  He began his career in art criticism in 1978 as New York Correspondent of the London based Burlington Magazine and earned his PhD from Harvard in 1979.   Among his many books on Mattia Preti (1613-1699), the subject of his doctoral dissertation, is the Catalogue Raisonné of the Paintings (1999).  As a result of this work, Spike was named an honorary citizen of Taverna, Italy, the city of Preti’s birth.

During his career Spike has organized exhibitions and given lectures at many of the world’s most important museums: the Pinacoteca Nazionale, Bologna; the Uffizi Gallery and the Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale of Florence; the Kimbell Art Museum, Fort Worth; the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, the Pierpont Morgan Library and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, in New York; the Musée du Louvre, Paris; the Staatsgalerie in Stuttgart; the National Museum of Fine Arts, Valletta, Malta and the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC. He has also lectured at Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Oxford and the University of Malta. 

In 2007, Spike was named to the faculty of the Masters in Sacred Architecture, Arts and Liturgy organized by the European University of Rome and the Pontifical Athenaeum, ‘Regina Apostolorum'.  He is also an important critic of contemporary art.  Between 1999 and 2005, Dr. Spike directed the International Biennial of Contemporary Art in Florence.   In 2005 he served on the juries of the Turku Biennial in Finland and the Triennial of India in New Delhi.  

Spike is the author of more than twenty culturally significant books on Renaissance, Baroque and contemporary art, which have been translated into Italian, French, German and Japanese.  A second revised edition of his complete catalogue raisonné of the paintings of Caravaggio, first published in 2001 and several printings, appeared this year in connection with the 400th anniversary of the artist’s death in 1610.  His new book, Young Michelangelo: The Path to the Sistine has been greeted by advance praise from such authors as Ross King, Peter Robb, and David Alan Brown, Curator, National Gallery of Art. Everett Fahy of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, called it, “an astonishingly vivid portrait of the artist’s first 33 years.  It’s the best life of Michelangelo I’ve read.”

The Muscarelle Museum of Art is located on Jamestown Road on the campus of The College of William & Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. The Museum is open from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Tuesday through Friday and 12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.  The Museum is closed on Mondays.  Docent tours are available at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, Sundays, and other times as announced.  During this exhibition, there is an admission fee of $10.00.  Admission is free for Museum members, The College of William & Mary faculty, staff, and students, and children under twelve.  For more information about this exhibit or the Museum in general, please call 757-221-2700 or visit www.wm.edu/muscarelle.
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